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THE GENUS CRUPINA— AN ADDITION TO INDIAN COMPOSITAE 


During a survey of Kashmir flora, I 
came across a species of family Compositae 
which is not reported in the existing floris- 
tic records of India. The species was iden¬ 
tified as Crupina vulgaris Cass, by the 
authorities of Central National Herbarium, 
Sibpur. This interesting taxon seems to be 
a recent introduction in Kashmir forests as 
it is also reported to occur in some dry 
grassy hills of South-east European coun¬ 
tries. The genus comprises of about 3 
species and is not so far reported from 
Indian sub-continent. 

The description based on the specimens 
col'ected from Chishma Shahi forests in 
Kashmir is given hereunder. The speci¬ 
mens are deposited in the Herbarium cf 
Regional Research Laboratory (Br.), Sri¬ 
nagar-5, Kashmir. 

Crupina vulgaris Cass. Diet. Sc. nat. 12: 

68. 1818; Polunin in FIs. Europe 460. 

1969. 

Annual herbs. Stem 50-80 cm, erect, slen¬ 
der, branched, narrowly grooved and gla- 
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brous. Leaves sessile, alternate, pinnately 
cut into narrow linear uplo 5 cm long 
sparsely toothed segments, teeth sharp; 
lowermost segments the smallest. Flower 
heads narrowly cylindrical upto 3 cm long 
in apical, branched, leafless cymes with 25 
disc florets. Involucral bracts many-seria.e, 
outermost smaller, 0.4-J.7 cm long, fine 
tipped, smooth, 3-7 veined, papery and 
regularly overlapping. Disc florets protrud¬ 
ing out of the involucral bracts, coroUa 
tube deeply 5-segmented, stamens syngene- 
sious forming a tube round the style wh'ch 
is concealed within. Receptacle with long 
hairs. Achenes elongated 3-4 mm long, 
somewhat pointed near the base, deep 
brown, pappus brownish as long or longer 
than the achene. 

Flowering and Fruiting : May-July. 
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FIVE UNREPORTED ORCHIDS FROM NORTHERN DISTRICTS 

OF W. BENGAL 


5 species of epiphytic orchids gathered 
in a general botanical collection in Jalpai- 
guri & Darjeeling districts of West Bengal 
during March-April, 1973 and October- 
November, 1976, proved to be new records. 
A search in the large collections of the 
Central National Herbarium revealed none 
of these from W. Bengal. Neither K. M. 
Matthew in his preliminary list of plants 
from Kurseong [Bull. bot. Surv. India 8(2): 
158-168. 1966], nor S. K. Mukerjee in h's 


Date of receipt : 17.6.77. Date of acceptance : 8.11.77 


Orchids of the plains of North Bengal 
|Ibid 14 (1-4): 92-103. 1972] have included 
these. Excepting for Panisea uniflora which 
is known from Sikkim and the Khasi Hills 
in Meghalaya and Eria stricta in Eastern 
Himalaya, Khasi and Naga Hills, the 
others have a hitherto known general distri¬ 
bution range in the subtropical Western 
and Eastern Himalayas, and in some of the 
mountainous areas of the North-Eastern 
Region (former ASSAM), particularly Khasi 
Hills, Meghalaya and Naga Hifls, Naga¬ 
land. Accordingly, these are now reported, 






